Chapter 2
THE GOVERNING BODY
Revised January 2, 2014
The Louisiana Constitution states that the Legislature shall provide by general
law for the incorporation, consolidation, merger, and government of municipalities
[Article VI, Section 2]. Of the 303 incorporated municipalities in Louisiana, 34
municipalities are governed by home-rule charters; 24 municipalities are governed by
legislative or special charters; and the 245 remaining municipalities are governed by the
Lawrason Act, which was enacted in 1898 and amended numerous times throughout its
existence. The newest municipality is the City of Central, which was incorporated in
2005.
Municipalities are divided into cities (5,000 population or greater), towns (more
than 1,000 but less than 5,000 population), and villages (1,000 or less population).

HOME RULE CHARTERS
Any local government may adopt or amend a home rule charter in accordance
with the provisions of Article VI, Section 5 of the Louisiana Constitution. In the adoption
of a home rule charter, provisions must be made for the structure and organization,
powers, and functions of the local government.
In particular, the charter can authorize the exercise of any power and the
performance of any function necessary for the management of the affairs of the local
government which are not denied by general law or inconsistent with the Constitution. In
addition, the Legislature is prohibited from enacting any law which changes the
structure and organization or the distribution of powers and functions of any local
government operating under a home rule charter [Article VI, Section 6]. From a
historical perspective, the development of home rule charters is most likely attributable
to the practice of city-county consolidations, which many local governments throughout
the United States have achieved.
Notably, the first such consolidation -- merging the City of New Orleans with
Orleans Parish -- was created by special legislative act in 1805. This first consolidation
was accomplished, it should be noted, without a vote of the people.
And, in 1947, a local voter referendum approved a plan to merge the City of
Baton Rouge with East Baton Rouge Parish. An unusual feature of this particular
unification was the fact that it retained both the city and the parish governments, giving
the Baton Rouge government a flexibility not usually found in other city-county
consolidations.
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LEGISLATIVE OR SPECIAL CHARTERS
The Legislature over the years has spelled out the charters for several
municipalities, some of which date back to as early as 1813. The charters of these
municipalities have been amended over the years by complying with R.S. 33:1181,
which provides for the following procedures:


Preparing proposed amendments in writing;



Publishing the proposed amendments in a newspaper printed in the municipality;
and,



Submitting proposed amendments to the governor for his approval, which entails
an opinion by the attorney general that the proposed amendments are consistent
with the Constitution and laws of this state.

The Legislature by Act No. 52 of the 2010 Legislative Session, added LRS
33:481 as follows:
“Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, in any municipality
governed by a special legislative charter, if the provisions of the special legislative
charter are silent on a particular matter, then the provisions of Part I of Chapter 2 of Title
33 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950 shall govern. If a conflict exists between
the provisions of the special legislative charter and the provisions of Part I of Chapter 2
of title 33 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950, then the provisions of the special
legislative charter shall govern.”
THE LAWRASON ACT
The Lawrason Act was enacted by Act 136 of 1898 and is named after the
legislator who authored the legislation. The Lawrason Act was a general legislative
charter for all municipalities created after July 29, 1898, as well as those municipalities
which opted -- by a vote of the people -- to be governed by its provisions.
This Act, which can be found at R.S. 33:321-463, was totally revised in 1986,
with another significant revision in 1997. Under the Lawrason Act, the municipality is
governed by a mayor-board of aldermen form of government with the legislative powers
vested in the board of aldermen and the mayor acting as the chief executive officer of
the municipality [R.S. 33:362].
The officers of a Lawrason Act municipality are a mayor, aldermen (the number
varies, depending upon the size of the municipality), chief of police, tax collector, and
municipal clerk, the street commissioner was removed as a municipal officer in the 1997
revision, with the duties of all officers specified by law [R.S. 33:381].
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Prior to 1882, each Louisiana municipality was incorporated by special legislative act
which also set forth the municipal charter. In 1882, Act 49 was enacted, setting up a
general method whereby any municipality might be incorporated. However, this law
allowed the body of a new municipality to draw up its municipal charter. Thus, between
1882 and 1898, each municipality enjoyed the right to draw up its own charter.
In 1898, the Lawrason Act was enacted. It set forth a general legislative charter
for all municipalities created after its effective date, as well as for those created prior to
its effective date which chose to accept its provisions. The intent of this law was to
provide a uniform type of government for all municipalities in Louisiana. It currently
serves as the state's fundamental municipal incorporation law in some 249 villages,
towns, and cities in Louisiana.
The law is named after Judge Samuel McCutcheon Lawrason, a West Feliciana
Parish lawyer born in 1852 in New Orleans. Educated in France, Spain, and West
Virginia, he received his doctor of laws degree from the University of Louisiana in 1874
and opened his law practice that same year in New Orleans. He married and moved the
following year to West Feliciana Parish, where he was elected parish judge. He later
became a school board member, a member of Louisiana State University's Board of
Supervisors, a state senator (from 1896 to 1900 and again in 1920 to 1924), and vice
president of the Louisiana Constitutional Convention of 1898. He died in 1924.
Among his numerous contributions to our state and system of government, the
legislative act which bears his name is considered by many to be the most lasting and
valuable. To this day, the Lawrason Act continues to set the framework and guide the
work of more than 75 percent of the incorporated municipalities in Louisiana.
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THE LAWRASON ACT
Current through 2014 Regular Session Acts
LOUISIANA REVISED STATUTES
TITLE 33. MUNICIPALITIES AND PARISH
CHAPTER 2. LOCAL GOVERNMENT
PART I. MAYOR AND BOARD OF ALDERMEN
SUBPART A. ADOPTION OF MAYOR-BOARD OF ALDERMEN FORM OF
GOVERNMENT
§321. Municipalities governed by mayor-board of aldermen form of government
All municipalities shall be governed by the provisions of this Part except those
municipalities governed by a special legislative charter, a home rule charter or plan of
government adopted pursuant to Article VI, Section 5 of the Constitution of Louisiana, or
Part II or Part III of this Chapter.
Acts 1986, No. 1076, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1987.
§322. Election to adopt mayor-board of aldermen form of government
The legislative body of any municipality not governed by this Part may by a majority
vote call an election to become governed by the provisions of this Part. The election
shall be held in accordance with the procedures specified in R.S. 18:1300 and other
applicable provisions of the Election Code. If a majority of the legal votes cast are for
adopting the provisions of this Part, the municipality shall be governed by its provisions,
and the result of the election shall be certified to the secretary of state, who shall make
a record of the same in his office. If a majority of the votes cast are against adopting the
provisions of this Part, the legislative body may not call another election on the question
for at least twelve months after the date of the election.
Acts 1986, No. 1076, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1987.
§323. Repealed by Acts 1986, No. 1076, §2, eff. Jan. 1, 1987.
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SUBPART B. CLASSIFICATION OF MUNICIPALITIES
§341. Division into cities, towns, and villages
Municipal corporations shall be divided into three classes: cities, towns, and villages.
Those having five thousand inhabitants or more are cities; those having less than five
thousand but more than one thousand inhabitants are towns; and those having one
thousand or fewer inhabitants are villages.
Acts 1986, No. 1076, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1987.
§342. Change in classification of municipality; governor's proclamation; census
not conclusive; judicial notice
A. (1)Whenever a census taken by resolution of the board of aldermen of any
municipality or a certified report from the federal Census Bureau shows that its
population has increased or decreased so as to take the municipality out of its present
municipal class, the board of aldermen shall adopt a resolution requesting the governor
to change the classification of the municipality. The results of any census taken by
resolution of the board of aldermen shall have been certified by the person authorized to
take the census.
(2) Notwithstanding the provisions of this Section and the provisions of R.S. 33:341,
the governing authority of a municipality may elect not to change the classification of the
municipality when a census shows that its population has increased by fewer than two
hundred persons since the last decennial census, but such increase would change the
municipality’s classification from village to town. If the governing authority, by
resolution, elects to retain its classification and not change the classification as
otherwise required, the mayor shall transmit a copy of the resolution to the governor and
to the secretary of state for recordation. Laws applicable to municipalities based upon
their population shall be applicable to a municipality that elects not to change its
classification as authorized in this Paragraph based upon its population and not its
classification.
B. The mayor of the municipality shall transmit the resolution to the governor. The
governor shall investigate the facts; in such investigation, the governor shall not be
bound by the census submitted and, if he believes the findings are inaccurate, he may
ascertain the facts in any manner he deems appropriate. If the governor finds that the
municipality is wrongly classified, he shall issue a proclamation correctly classifying the
municipality, and such proclamation shall be transmitted to the mayor of the
municipality.
C. Upon receipt of the proclamation, the board of aldermen of the municipality shall
adopt an ordinance changing the name of the municipality to reflect its new
classification. A copy of the proclamation and the ordinance shall be transmitted to the
secretary of state for recordation.
D. The courts shall take judicial notice of the class to which each municipality belongs.
Amended by Acts 1954, No. 46, §1; Acts 1986, No. 1076, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1987 and Acts
2011, No. 260.

2-5

§343. Nomenclature; village, town, or city council
A. (1) Notwithstanding the terminology used in this Part or in any other provision of law,
the governing authority of any municipality governed by this Part may, by duly adopted
resolution, elect to be known and referred to as a village, town, or city council as
appropriate for a municipality of its size or if the municipality elects to retain its
classification as a village as authorized in R.S. 33:342(A)(2), as appropriate for its
classification rather than its size.
(2) If the governing authority elects to be known as a village, town, or city council,
each individual member of such council shall thereafter be known and referred to as a
council member. The municipal governing authority may make other conforming
changes in naming conventions, but no change pursuant to this Section shall in any way
alter the applicability of state law to the municipality, its governing authority, or the
members thereof.
B. The governing authority shall submit a copy of the adopted resolution to the office of
the secretary of state for recordation.
Acts 1997, No. 255, §1.

SUBPART C. MUNICIPAL POWERS
§361. Municipal powers
A. Except as otherwise provided in this Part, a municipality shall be vested with all
powers, rights, privileges, immunities, authorities, and duties heretofore possessed in
accordance with all constitutional and statutory provisions with respect thereto. A
municipality is further authorized to exercise any power and perform any function
necessary, requisite, or proper for the management of its affairs not denied by law.
B. The power to perform any function necessary, requisite, or proper for the
management of its affairs shall specifically include the power to levy and collect taxes
and to assume indebtedness as provided by law. In this regard, the board of aldermen
of a municipality may levy and collect taxes, incur debt, and issue bonds and other
evidences of indebtedness as authorized by law.
Acts 1985, No. 890, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.
{{NOTE: SEE ACTS 1985, NO. 890, §3.}}
§362. Exercise of municipal powers; legislative, executive
A.(1) The legislative powers of a municipality shall be vested in and exercised by the
board of aldermen.
(2) The board of aldermen may:
(a) Repealed by Acts 1986, No. 1076, §2, eff. Jan. 1, 1987.
(b) Enact ordinances and enforce the same by fine not to exceed five hundred dollars or
imprisonment not exceeding sixty days, or both.

2-6

(c) Provide by ordinance for assessing against the abutting property the cost of cutting,
destroying, or removing noxious weeds, grass, or other deleterious, unhealthy, or
noxious growths or accumulations on any sidewalk; assess on the owner of such lot or
place or area the cost of cutting, destroying, or removing noxious weeds, grass or other
deleterious, unhealthy, or noxious growths or accumulations within the corporate limits;
and on the owner of any lot or place or area within the corporate limits the cost of
cutting, destroying or removing noxious weeds, grass, or other deleterious, unhealthy,
or noxious growth or accumulation on the lot or place or area; and provide for the filing
of notice of such cost which shall constitute a privilege upon the property and shall be
prior in rank to mortgages, vendor's privileges, and all other privileges except tax
privileges.
(d)(i) Seek reimbursement from a former municipal employee on whose behalf the
municipality paid licensure fees for a commercial driver's license when such employee
is employed by the municipality for a period of six months or less from the date upon
which the municipality paid such licensure fee on behalf of the employee.
Reimbursement shall be limited to the amount of the licensure fee paid by the
municipality.
(ii) The former employee of the municipality shall be liable to the municipality for an
amount equal to the amount of the licensure fee paid by the municipality.
(3) Subject to law, including R.S. 33:423.2 and 423.3, and applicable civil service rules
and regulations, the board of aldermen shall, by ordinance, provide policies and
procedures regulating the employment of municipal employees including the hiring and
firing of such employees.
B. The mayor shall be the chief executive officer of the municipality.
C. Any department of a municipality, other than the police department in a municipality
with an elected chief of police, shall be created, abolished, merged, or consolidated by
the board of aldermen, upon written recommendation of the mayor.
Acts 1985, No. 890, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986; Acts 1986, No. 1076, §2, eff. Jan. 1, 1987;
Acts 1997, No. 441, §1.
{{NOTE: SEE ACTS 1985, NO. 890, §3.}}
§363. Relates to the Village of Palmetto in St. Landry Parish; and the authority to
provide academic scholarships
§364. Relates to the Town of Gueydan; municipal officials and employees;
increase in compensation; certain prohibition
§365. Naming of town hall in certain municipalities
Notwithstanding R.S. 14:316 or any other law to the contrary, any governing authority in
any municipality having a population of between four thousand three hundred five and
four thousand three hundred ten according to population estimates of the U.S. Bureau
of the Census from April 1, 1990 through July 1, 1996 may name its town hall after
Richard Zuber, its former long-time mayor.
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Acts 1999, No. 1306, §1.
SUBPART D. SELECTION OF MUNICIPAL OFFICERS
§381. Municipal officers
A. The officers of every municipality shall be a mayor, aldermen, a chief of police, a tax
collector, and a clerk.
B. The mayor and chief of police in all municipalities shall be elected at large. The clerk
or chief of police may be a tax collector or assessor, if the board of aldermen so
decides. Municipalities where the chief of police is appointed rather than elected as of
August 1, 1970, may continue to operate with an appointive chief.
C.(1)(a)(i) Related to the chiefs of police of the town of St. Joseph, the village of Port
Vincent, and the town of Waterproof.
(ii) Related to chief of police of the City of Oakdale
(2) Related to the Town of Logansport
(3) Related to the Village of Napoleonville.
(4) Related to the Town of Richwood
(5) Related to the Village of Plaucheville
(6) Related to the Village of Norwood.
(7) Related to Town of St. Francisville.
(8) Related to the Village of Jamestown.
(9) Related to the Village of Castor.
(10) Related to the Town of Moreauville.
(11) Related to the Village of Loreauville.
(12) Related to the Village of Oak Ridge.
(13)(a) Related to the Village of Shongaloo.
(14) Related to the Village of South Mansfield.
(15) Related to the Town of Oil City.
(16) Related to the Village of Rodessa.
(17) Related to the Village of Grand Cane.
(18) Related to the Town of Lecompte.
(19) Related to the Town of Cheneyville.
(20)(a) Related to the Village of McNary.
(21)(a) Related to the Village of Longstreet.
(22)(a) Related to the Town of Greenwood.
(23) Related to the City of Grambling.
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(24) Related to the Town of Woodworth.
(25) Related to the Village of Sikes.
(26)(a) Related to the Village of Lisbon.
(27) Related to the Village of Dry Prong
D.(1) Relates to the Town of Sterlington and the town of Richwood.
(2) Relates to the City of Denham Springs
§381.1. Election or appointment of marshal
The marshal who is the chief of police in such municipalities shall be elected at large,
provided that, notwithstanding any other provisions of law to the contrary, a majority of
the qualified electors voting therein may, at a special election called by the board of
aldermen for that purpose, authorize the mayor to thereafter appoint a marshal with the
approval of the board of aldermen. Such special election shall be called only upon the
presentation of a petition, directed to the board of aldermen and signed by at least
twenty-five percent of the qualified electors of the municipality. Once such an election
has been called and held, no further or other election on the same question shall be
held for at least four years.
If the people of any municipality vote to authorize the mayor to appoint the marshal, the
first such appointment shall be made at the end of the term of the marshal in office at
the time the election was held unless at that time the office of marshal is vacant or the
incumbent is an appointed official.
Upon the expiration of at least four years after the effective date of any such
determination that the marshal shall be an appointed rather than an elected official the
people of any such municipality may determine that said official shall be elective, but
only in the same manner and through the same petition and election procedure as
hereinabove set forth.
Added by Acts 1970, No. 647, §1.
§381.2. Election or appointment of marshal in municipalities of five thousand or
less
A. Notwithstanding the provisions of R.S. 33:381 and 381.1 to the contrary, in any
municipality with a population of five thousand or less according to the latest federal
decennial census, a majority of the qualified electors voting therein may, at a special
election called by the governing authority of the municipality for that purpose, authorize
the mayor to thereafter appoint a marshal who is the chief of police with the approval of
the governing authority or provide for the election of a marshal who is the chief of police.
Such special election shall be called only upon the adoption of an ordinance by a twothirds vote of the governing authority. Once such an election has been called and held,
no further or other election on the same question shall be held for at least four years.
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B. If the people of any municipality vote to authorize the mayor to appoint the marshal,
the first such appointment shall be made at the end of the term of the marshal in office
at the time the election was held unless at that time the office of marshal is vacant or
the incumbent is an appointed official. If the people of any municipality vote to elect the
marshal, the term for the elected marshal shall begin at the end of the term of the
marshal in office at the time the election was held unless at that time the office of
marshal is vacant.
C. Upon the expiration of at least four years after the effective date of any such
determination that the marshal shall be an appointed rather than an elected official or an
elected rather than an appointed official, the people of any such municipality may
determine that said official shall be elected or appointed, as the case may be, but only
in the same manner and through the same procedure as hereinabove set forth.
Acts 2003, No. 492, §1.

§382. Number of aldermen; election; municipal districts; divisions of the board
A. The number of aldermen in a city shall be not less than five nor more than nine; the
number of aldermen in a town shall be five; and the number of aldermen in a village
shall be three.
B. If a city has eight or more aldermen, two shall be elected from each district in the city
and the remainder shall be elected at large. If a city has seven or fewer aldermen, an
equal number of aldermen shall be elected from each district of the city and the
remainder shall be elected at large. If a town is divided into districts, one alderman shall
be elected from each district and one shall be elected at large. Aldermen in villages
shall be elected at large.
C.(1) The board of aldermen of a municipality not divided into districts may by ordinance
divide the municipality into districts. Each district shall contain as equal population as
possible and the territory in each district shall be contiguous.
(2) The board of aldermen may by ordinance divide the board into divisions, such that
aldermen are elected at large but each alderman is elected to a specific division of the
board. Such divisions shall be for the sole purpose of nomination and election of
aldermen and shall be designated alphabetically. Of the initial aldermen to be elected
under the provisions of this Paragraph, the alderman senior in point of continuous
service shall preside over Division "A", and the other aldermen of the municipality shall
preside over the other designated divisions according to their respective periods of
continuous service. If two or more aldermen in a municipality have served continuously
for the same length of time, the alderman senior in age shall preside over the division
first in alphabetical order. The successor to any alderman in a municipality shall preside
over the same division as his predecessor. A candidate for such nomination and
election to the office of alderman shall, at the time of filing his declaration as a
candidate, designate the one division of the board for which he is a candidate. The
electors of the municipality shall elect one alderman from among the candidates for
each division of the board.
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D. Notwithstanding any other provisions of this Section to the contrary, the board of
aldermen of any municipality may establish by ordinance that aldermen are to be
elected in a manner different from that provided in this Section. Such an ordinance may
provide that all aldermen shall be elected at large, that a number of aldermen shall be
elected at large and a number from districts in proportion other than that specified in
this Section, or that only some of the members of the board shall be elected to particular
divisions of the board. However, no ordinance changing the manner in which aldermen
are elected shall be adopted within one year of the date of an election for aldermen.
E. Once the boundaries of districts or the divisions of a board have been established by
ordinance, such boundaries or divisions shall not be changed for two years from the
effective date of the ordinance. The boundaries of a district or the divisions of a board
once established may only be changed by a vote of two-thirds of all members of the
board. No change in the boundary of a district or the division of a board of aldermen
shall be made, however, within one year of the date of an election for aldermen.
F.(1) The board of aldermen of a municipality shall reconsider the boundaries of the
districts of that municipality within six months of the official publication of the federal
decennial census by the Census Bureau and within six months of any annexation by the
municipality. The purpose of any such reconsideration shall be to determine if the
boundaries of the districts continue to divide the municipality into districts of nearly
equal population.
(2) Notwithstanding any provision of Subsection E of this Section to the contrary, if upon
such reconsideration, a board of aldermen determines that unequal apportionment of
the municipal population exists, the board shall by ordinance change the boundaries of
municipal districts to reflect as nearly as possible an equal apportionment of said
population, as further provided in R.S. 33:1371.
G. The boundaries of any election district for a new apportionment plan from which
members of a municipal governing authority are elected shall contain, to the extent
practicable, whole election precincts established by the parish governing authority under
R.S. 18:532 or 532.1.
Amended by Acts 1970, No. 121, §1; Acts 1980, No. 557, §1; Acts 1986, No. 1072, §1,
eff. Jan. 1, 1987; Acts 1999, No. 326, §1.
{{NOTE: SEE ACTS 1986, NO. 1072, §2.}}
§383. Municipal elections; term of office; filling vacancies; officers holding over
under new form of government
A.(1) Except as provided in Paragraph (2) of this Subsection and R.S. 33:383.2,
municipal elections shall be held every four years on the date for municipal and ward
elections in accordance with R.S. 18:402(C). The officers elected shall take office on the
first day of July following their election and shall hold their office for four years.
(2)(a) Any municipality by ordinance of the governing authority may adopt a plan for
holding municipal elections at the congressional elections in accordance with R.S.
18:402(B). Any plan so adopted shall be filed with the secretary of state not less than
one year prior to the opening of the qualifying period for the congressional primary
election at which municipal officers shall be elected initially under the plan. This election
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shall be the first congressional primary election after termination of the terms of office to
which municipal officers in office on the effective date of this Subsection were elected.
(b) No such plan shall be revocable by the governing authority.
(c) Any municipality that complies with the provisions of this Paragraph may hold
municipal elections at the congressional elections in accordance with R.S. 18:402(B).
(d) The officers elected shall take office on the first day of January following their
election and shall hold their office for four years.
B. If no election is held on the day herein prescribed or if a vacancy in any municipal
office elective by the people occurs or if an officer elected fails to qualify, such vacancy
shall be filled in accordance with the provisions of Article VI, Section 13 of the
Constitution of Louisiana or as otherwise provided by law.
C. Any vacancy in a municipal office to which the officer is elected or appointed by the
mayor and board of aldermen may be filled for the term by the mayor and board of
aldermen at any regular or special meeting.
D. Officers of a municipality who are in office when the municipality elects to come
under the provisions of this Part under R.S. 33:322, shall retain their offices until the first
election under this section, with the powers of like offices under this Part.
Amended by Acts 1970, No. 122, §1; Acts 1984, No. 829, §1, eff. July 13, 1984; Acts
1987, No. 413, §1; Acts 2003, No. 693, §1.
{{NOTE: SEE ACTS 1984, NO. 829, §2.}}
§383.1. City of Harahan; limitation of terms of elected officials; referendum
The board of aldermen of the city of Harahan may enact an ordinance limiting the
number of terms of office which any elected official of the municipality may serve to two
consecutive terms in the same office. Any ordinance herein authorized shall become
effective only after the question of such term limitation has been submitted to and
approved by a majority of the qualified electors of the city of Harahan who vote on the
proposition at a regularly scheduled primary or general election held in accordance with
the Louisiana Election Code. Acts 1993, No. 304, §1.
§383.2. Municipal elections in certain municipalities
A.(1) Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, the governing authority
of any municipality with a population of not more than one thousand persons according
to the latest federal decennial census and which holds municipal elections at the same
time as the 2004 congressional election as provided by R.S. 18:402(B), may, by
ordinance, adopt a plan for holding municipal elections at the gubernatorial election in
accordance with R.S. 18:402(A). No such plan shall be revocable by the governing
authority of the municipality.
(2) Any plan adopted pursuant to this Section shall be filed with the secretary of state
not less than one year prior to the opening of the qualifying period for the gubernatorial
primary election at which municipal officers shall be elected initially under the plan. The
first such election under the plan shall be held at the 2007 gubernatorial election.
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(3) Any municipality that complies with the provisions of this Subsection may hold its
municipal elections at the gubernatorial election in accordance with R.S. 18:402(A).
B. The officers elected under the plan shall take office on the first day of January
following their election and shall hold their office for four years. The municipal officers of
a municipality that complies with Subsection A of this Section who are elected at
municipal elections held at the same time as the 2004 congressional election, as
provided by R.S. 18:402(B), shall serve until their successors elected under the plan
take office on January 1, 2008.
C. If no election is held on the day authorized by the plan adopted by a municipality or if
a vacancy in any municipal office elective by the people occurs or if an officer elected
fails to qualify, such vacancy shall be filled in accordance with the provisions of Article
VI, Section 13 of the Constitution of Louisiana or as otherwise provided by law.
D. Any vacancy in a municipal office to which the officer is elected or appointed by the
mayor and board of aldermen may be filled for the term by the mayor and board of
aldermen at any regular or special meeting.
Acts 2003, No. 693, §1
§384. Qualifications of mayor
The mayor shall be an elector of the municipality who at the time of qualification as a
candidate for the office of mayor shall have been domiciled and actually resided for at
least the immediately preceding year in the municipality.
Acts 1985, No. 890, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986; Acts 1986, No. 1076, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1987;
Acts 1993, No. 522, §1.
{{NOTE: SEE ACTS 1985, NO. 890, §3.}}
§385. Qualifications of alderman; vacancies; office holding; contracting
A. The qualifications of the aldermen shall be the same as are prescribed for the mayor,
and in addition, those elected from wards must be residents of their respective wards.
B. A vacancy in the office of alderman shall be filled pursuant to R.S. 18:602. In the
event of a tie vote in filling a vacancy, the mayor as the presiding officer shall vote to
break the tie. If the mayor fails or refuses to do so, the members of the board of
aldermen shall notify the governor of the existence of the vacancy, and within ten days
after he receives the notice, the governor shall make an appointment to fill the vacancy.
C. No member of the board of aldermen shall hold any other office or employment
under the municipal government while he is a member of the board, except as is
provided for in R.S. 33:381 and R.S. 33:386. No member of the board of aldermen, or
any other officer of the corporation, shall be directly or indirectly interested in any work,
business, or contract the consideration of which is to be paid from the treasury of the
municipality, nor be surety for any person having a contract, work, or business with the
municipality, for the performance of which security may be required, nor be surety for
any officer or employee, except that the aldermen of the town of Erath shall be
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permitted to enter into contracts with said town for services or supplies where such
services or supplies are available only by aldermen and there has been public notice of
such and full compliance with the public bid law.
Amended by Acts 1979, No. 550, §1. Acts 1985, No. 890, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.
{{NOTE: SEE ACTS 1985, NO. 890, §3.}}
§385.1. Qualifications of elected chief of police
A. Except as otherwise provided in this Section, an elected chief of police of a
municipality shall be an elector of the municipality. At the time of qualification as a
candidate for the office of chief of police, he shall have been domiciled for at least the
immediately preceding year in the municipality except that a person who resides outside
of the corporate limits of the village of Maurice may be elected chief of police. The
provisions of this Section shall not apply to the village of Napoleonville.
B. The elected chief of police of a village shall be an elector of the village who at the
time of qualification as a candidate for the office of chief of police shall have been
domiciled for at least the immediately preceding six months in the village.
Added by Acts 1979, No. 262, §1. Amended by Acts 1981, No. 789, §1; Acts 1986, No.
1076, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1987; Acts 1986, No. 322, §1, eff. June 30, 1986; Acts 1991, No.
202, §1, eff. July 2, 1991; Acts 1999, No. 425, §1.
{{NOTE: ACTS 1986, NO. 322, §1, EFF. JUNE 30, 1986, WAS REPEALED BY ACTS
1991, NO. 202, §1, EFF. JULY 2, 1991. SEE ACTS 1991, NO. 202, §2.}}
§386. Appointment of municipal officials; bond required
A. At the first regular meeting of the board of aldermen succeeding each regular
municipal election, the mayor, subject to confirmation by the board of aldermen, shall
appoint a clerk, tax collector, except as provided for in R.S. 33:381(D), and all other
necessary officers whose election is not provided for in R.S. 33:381. In the event of a
vacancy, the mayor, subject to confirmation by the board of aldermen, shall appoint a
successor to any such office. In making or approving such appointments and in filling
vacancies, the mayor and board of aldermen shall give preference to residents of the
municipality if all other considerations are equal.

B. The clerk and the tax collector shall execute bonds to the municipality in such
amounts and with such surety and conditions as may be prescribed by ordinance and
shall hold their offices until their successors are appointed and qualified.
C. The mayor, subject to confirmation by the board of aldermen, may appoint and fix
compensation for an attorney at law for the municipality, whose duties in such capacity
may include representation of all municipal officers as defined by R.S. 33:381(A) in
actions against them in connection with and arising out of their functions as such
officers, and other duties as prescribed by the mayor. The municipality may also employ
counsel to represent its interest should the occasion require.
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D. The term of the clerk, tax collector, non-elected chief of police, street commissioner,
municipal attorney, and court magistrate shall end at the time of the first regular meeting
of the board of aldermen succeeding each regular municipal election.
Amended by Acts 1970, No. 165, §1; Acts 1970, No. 594, §1; Acts 1977, No. 123, §1;
Acts 1978, No. 214, §1; Acts 1980, No. 576, §1; Acts 1986, No. 1076, §1, eff. Jan. 1,
1987; Acts 1997, No. 836, §1, eff. July 10, 1997; Acts 1997, No. 1044, §2.
SUBPART E. FUNCTIONS OF MAYOR AND BOARD OF ALDERMEN
§401 to 403 Repealed by Acts 1985, No. 890, §2, eff. Jan. 1, 1986.
§404. Duties of mayor
A. The mayor shall have the following powers, duties, and responsibilities:
(1) To supervise and direct the administration and operation of all municipal
departments, offices, and agencies, other than a police department with an elected chief
of police, in conformity with ordinances adopted by the board of aldermen and with
applicable provisions of state law; however, no such ordinance may limit the authority
granted to the mayor by this Paragraph. All administrative staff shall be subordinate to
the mayor.
(2) To delegate the performance of administrative duties to such municipal officers or
employees as he deems necessary and advisable.
(3) Subject to applicable state law, ordinances, and civil service rules and regulations, to
appoint and remove municipal employees, other than the employees of a police
department with an elected chief of police. However, appointment or removal of a nonelected chief of police, the municipal clerk, the municipal attorney, or any department
head shall be subject to approval by the board of aldermen, except that in the case of a
tie vote, the recommendation of the mayor shall prevail. Furthermore, selection or
removal of any person engaged by a municipality to conduct an examination, review,
compilation, or audit of its books and accounts pursuant to R.S. 24:513 shall be subject
to approval by the board of aldermen of that municipality. (Amended by Act 38 of 2010
Legislative Session.)
(4) To sign all contracts on behalf of the municipality.
(5) To prepare and submit an annual operations budget and a capital improvements
budget for the municipality to the board of aldermen in accordance with the provisions of
R.S. 39:1301 et seq. and any other supplementary laws or ordinances.
(6) To represent the municipality on all occasions required by state law or municipal
ordinance.
(7) To be the keeper of the municipal seal and affix it as required by law.
(8) To sign warrants drawn on the treasury for money, to require that the municipal
clerk attest to such warrants, to affix the municipal seal thereto, and to keep an accurate
and complete record of all such warrants.
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(9) To have any other power or perform any other duty as may be necessary or proper
for the administration of municipal affairs not denied by law.
B. The provisions of this Section shall not be construed to alter, affect, or amend any
powers, duties, and functions of any elected chief of police as set forth in R.S. 33:423,
R.S. 33:423.2, and R.S. 33:423.3.
Amended by Acts 1970, No. 119, §1; Acts 1985, No. 890, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986; Acts
1988, No. 125, §1, eff. June 29, 1988; Acts 1997, No. 836, §1, eff. July 10, 1997.
{{NOTE: SEE ACTS 1985, NO. 890, §3.}}
§404.1. Compensation of municipal officers
The board of aldermen shall by ordinance fix the compensation of the mayor, aldermen,
clerk, chief of police, and all other municipal officers. The board of aldermen may by
ordinance increase or decrease their compensation and the compensation of any
nonelected municipal officer and may increase the compensation of other elected
officials. However, the board of aldermen shall not reduce the compensation of any
elected official during the term for which he is elected.
Added by Acts 1978, No. 125, §1. Acts 1985, No. 890, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986; Acts 1986,
No. 1076, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1987; Acts 1997, No. 309, §1.
{{NOTE: SEE ACTS 1985, NO. 890, §3.}}
§405. Meetings of board of aldermen; notice; quorum; compensation
A.(1) The mayor shall preside at all meetings of the board of aldermen, and in case
there is an equal division, he shall give the deciding vote.
(2) The mayor and board of aldermen shall hold not less than one regular meeting in
each month on a date and at a place and hour to be fixed by ordinance. The board shall
give public notice of the contents of this ordinance pursuant to R.S. 42:14.
(3) (a) The board of aldermen shall select one of its members to be mayor pro tempore.
If the mayor is unable to attend a meeting of the board of aldermen, the mayor pro
tempore shall preside at the meeting in the absence of the mayor. Any such person
shall have all rights and powers granted to the mayor with regard to presiding at any
such meeting.
(b) If both the mayor and mayor pro tempore are unable to attend a meeting of the
board of aldermen, the board of aldermen may select another alderman to preside at
the meeting in the absence of the mayor and mayor pro tempore. Any such person
shall have all rights and powers granted to the mayor with regard to presiding at any
such meeting.
(4) (a) If the mayor is unable to carry out the duties of the office of the mayor by reason
of physical or mental disability, as determined by a licensed physician, the mayor pro
tempore shall perform all of the duties of the mayor for the duration of any such
disability.
(5) If a vacancy occurs in the office of the mayor, the mayor pro tempore shall perform
all the duties of the mayor until such time as the vacancy is filled as otherwise provided
by law.
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(6) The mayor pro tempore shall have no additional authority to perform the duties of
the mayor except as provided in this Subsection or upon the written consent of the
mayor.
(Amended by Act 274 of the 2012 Legislative Session.)
B. Newly incorporated municipalities may hold their first meeting at such time and place
as may be most convenient, but thereafter shall meet regularly at a specified date,
place, and hour formally designated by ordinance.
C. Special meetings of the mayor and board of aldermen may be called by the mayor or
a majority of the members of the board. The board shall establish by ordinance how
notice of special meetings shall be provided to members of the board and the mayor.
The notice for a special meeting shall specify the business to be considered at the
special meeting. Public notice shall be given as provided in R.S. 42:19. Notwithstanding
any other law to the contrary and pursuant to Act No. 131 of the 2008 Regular Session
of the Legislature, an item which is not on the meeting agenda may be considered by
the mayor and the board of alderman only after a unanimous vote of consent by the
board and only after announcing the purpose of the item and allowing anyone in the
audience to speak on the item. (Amended by Act 250 of the 2010 Legislative Session.)
D.(1) In cases of extraordinary emergency, as defined in R.S. 42:17(A)(5), the mayor or
any alderman may call an emergency meeting of the board of aldermen. The members
of the board and the mayor shall be notified of the meeting in the most practical manner
available, and the purpose of the meeting may be stated in general terms. Notice of the
meeting shall be given as provided in R.S. 42:19.
(2) The board may adopt an ordinance at an emergency meeting that it has not
previously considered. The ordinance shall specify the nature of the emergency, and a
two-thirds vote of members of the board shall be required for its adoption. No
emergency ordinance can continue in force for more than sixty days and any
emergency ordinance that specifies a longer duration or no duration shall become void
sixty days after it becomes effective.
E. A majority of the members of the board of aldermen shall constitute a quorum of the
board at any meeting, whether regular, special, or emergency.
F. A meeting, whether regular, special, or emergency, may be continued to another date
announced at the meeting with the consent of a majority of the members of the board. A
regular, special, or emergency meeting that fails for want of a quorum may be continued
to a date announced at the meeting with the consent of the majority of aldermen present
or, if only one alderman is present, to the date he announces, but a meeting that fails for
want of a quorum shall not be continued but once.
G. All meetings of the board of aldermen shall be subject to the provisions of R.S. 42:11
et seq.
H. Repealed by Acts 1997, No. 309, §2.
Acts 1983, No. 132, §1; Acts 1985, No. 890, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986; Acts 1986, No. 1076,
§1, eff. Jan. 1, 1987; Acts 1997, No. 309, §§1, 2.
{{NOTE: SEE ACTS 1985, NO. 890, §3.}}
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§406. Enactment, recording, and publication of ordinances and resolutions
A.(1) Any law enacted by a board of aldermen shall be by ordinance. The style of all
ordinances shall be: "Be it ordained by the board of aldermen of the City (or Town or
Village, as the case may be) of ......." No ordinance shall be adopted except by the
affirmative vote of a majority of the members of the board.
(2) Any act of the board which is not law shall be by resolution. A resolution shall be
approved by an affirmative vote of a majority of the members of the board present at a
meeting. No resolution shall require the signature or other action of the mayor to
become effective.
(3) Any act of the board which would provide for the appropriation of funds, the
incurrence of debt, or the issuance of bonds or other evidences of indebtedness shall
be by ordinance. Notwithstanding the provisions of Paragraph (2) of this Subsection, the
board may by resolution adopted by the affirmative vote of a majority of the members of
the board require the expenditure of funds previously appropriated. Such resolution
shall be presented to the mayor within three days after its adoption for his approval or
disapproval in accordance with and subject to Subsection C of this Section.
B.(1) A proposed ordinance may be introduced by any alderman at any board meeting.
Each proposed ordinance shall be in writing. An ordinance shall contain only one
subject which shall be indicated in its title except for ordinances involving the annual
operating budget, a capital improvements budget, or a codification of municipal
ordinances.
(2) After a proposed ordinance has been introduced, copies of it shall be provided to all
members of the board and the mayor. The title of a proposed ordinance, except those
specifically authorized by R.S. 33:405(D), shall be published once in the municipality's
official journal. The notice shall indicate the time and place where the board will
consider its adoption. No ordinance, except one authorized by R.S. 33:405(D), shall be
adopted until a public hearing on it has been held. No ordinance, except one authorized
by R.S. 33:405(D), can be adopted at the meeting at which it is introduced.
(3) Each proposed amendment to an ordinance shall be presented in writing or reduced
to writing before its final consideration. An amendment to a proposed ordinance shall
not nullify the purpose of the proposed ordinance nor, except for ordinances involving
the annual operating budget, a capital improvements budget, or a codification of
municipal ordinances, add a new subject matter to it.
(4) A proposed ordinance shall be read by the title when called for final passage. The
vote on an ordinance at final passage shall be taken by "yeas" and "nays", and the
municipal clerk shall enter the names of the aldermen voting for and against each
proposed ordinance or amendment on the municipal minutes.
C.(1) Every ordinance adopted by the board of aldermen shall be signed by the
municipal clerk and presented by the municipal clerk to the mayor within three days
after its adoption.
(2) The mayor, within ten days of receipt of an ordinance, shall return it to the municipal
clerk with or without his approval, or with his disapproval. If the ordinance is approved
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by the mayor or is returned by the mayor with neither his approval nor disapproval, the
ordinance shall become law upon its return to the municipal clerk. If the mayor fails or
refuses to return an ordinance to the municipal clerk within ten days of receipt of an
ordinance, it shall become law at midnight of the tenth day after the receipt of the
ordinance by the mayor. If the mayor disapproves the ordinance, he shall, within ten
days after receipt of the ordinance, return the ordinance along with his written statement
of the reasons for his veto to the municipal clerk for transmittal to each member of the
board of aldermen. The municipal clerk shall record upon each ordinance the date of its
delivery to the mayor and the date of receipt from the mayor.
(3) An ordinance vetoed by the mayor shall be considered again by the board of
aldermen at its next regular meeting after the veto. The board may vote on the
ordinance at that meeting or at a continuance of that meeting. If a board consists of
three members, an affirmative vote by all board members shall be required to override a
mayor's veto. If a board consists of more than three members, an affirmative vote of
two-thirds of the board's members shall be required to override a mayor's veto. If a
board overrides an ordinance vetoed by a mayor, the ordinance becomes law upon its
enactment by the board.
D.(1) The municipal clerk shall keep a book entitled "Ordinances, City (or Town, or
Village) of ......." in which he shall file the original of every ordinance which has been
adopted by the board immediately after its passage and attach a note to the ordinance
stating the date of its enactment and a reference to the book and page of the board's
minutes containing the record of its adoption.
(2) The municipal clerk shall publish each ordinance adopted by the board of aldermen
once in the official journal of the municipality, designated pursuant to R.S. 43:141
through R.S. 43:149, within twenty days of its adoption and prior to its effective date,
except as otherwise provided in R.S. 33:405(D).
E. Unless an ordinance specifies an earlier or later effective date, the ordinance shall
take effect on the thirtieth day after the meeting in which the ordinance was adopted.
F. Only the board may suspend an ordinance, and then only by the same vote and,
except for mayoral veto, according to the same procedures and formalities required for
enactment of that ordinance. After January 1, 1986, every resolution suspending an
ordinance shall fix the period of suspension, which shall not exceed beyond one year
and thirty days after the date of the meeting in which the ordinance was suspended.
Amended by Acts 1950, No. 417, §1; Acts 1985, No. 890, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986; Acts
1997, No. 836, §1, eff. July 10, 1997.
{{NOTE: SEE ACTS 1985, NO. 890, §3.}}
LRS 35:
§407. Ex officio notaries for municipal police departments
A.

Notwithstanding any provisions of the law relative to qualifications of notaries
public, any chief of police of a municipal police department may designate
officers in his office and any mayor in a municipality with a population of less than
fifteen thousand may designate employees in his office, and appoint them as ex
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officio notaries public. Such designation by a mayor shall be for notarial service
to the municipal police department and to the office of the mayor.
B.
Each officer or employee so appointed as ex officio notary may exercise, within
his respective jurisdictional limits, the functions of a notary public only to
administer oaths and execute affidavits, acknowledgments, traffic tickets, and
other documents, all limited to matters within the official functions of the office of
the mayor or the municipal police department for enforcement of the provisions of
any statute which provides for criminal penalties and of the municipal ordinances
which the police department is charged with enforcing, and any affidavit required
for the enforcement of R.S. 32:661 through 669.
Added by Acts 2010, No.283.

SUBPART F. FUNCTIONS OF OTHER MUNICIPAL OFFICIALS
§421. Duties of clerk; records to be kept
The clerk shall keep a book to be labeled "Municipal Minutes, City of _____," or "Town
of _____," or "Village of _____," as the case may be, in which he shall record the
proceedings of the mayor and board of aldermen, and keep the same fully indexed
alphabetically, so that all entries on the minutes can be easily found. The clerk shall be
the custodian of the municipal seal, which each municipality shall adopt and provide.
The clerk shall keep a book, to be styled "Municipal Docket, City of _____," or "Town of
_____," or "Village of _____," as the case may be, upon which he shall enter each claim
against the municipality, and each subject matter to be acted upon by the mayor and
board of aldermen. After each meeting he shall make up such docket for the next
regular meeting. He shall examine the statutes of the State and the ordinances of the
municipality to ascertain subject matter required or proper to be acted upon at the
following meeting, and shall docket all such matters. He shall keep such other books
and records as may be provided for by ordinance, and shall file in his office and
preserve all records and papers appertaining to the business of the municipality. He
shall keep a book to be styled "Tax Record, City (or town, or village) of _____," in which
he shall enter all deeds to individuals, and the list of lands sold to the municipality by the
tax collector, showing (a) description of the land, (b) as whose property sold, (c) date of
sale, (d) amount of taxes, costs, and damages due, and to whom the costs are owing,
(e) when redeemed, (f) by whom redeemed, (g) date of redemption, and (h) amount
paid therefor.
§422. Clerk to act as auditor; paying fines and forfeitures into treasury; inspection
of auditor's books
The clerk shall be the auditor of the municipality. He shall keep a book in which he shall
enter and preserve accounts of each particular fund, and the accounts of each
municipal officer. The treasurer shall not receive money from any source until the same
has been reported to the clerk and audited, and a receipt warrant issued therefor. All
fines and forfeitures shall be reported by the officer collecting the same, immediately
after such collection, and be paid into the treasury. The books of the auditor shall be
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subject to inspection by the taxpayers of the municipality at any time during business
hours.
§423. Duties of marshal
A. The marshal shall be the chief of police and shall be ex officio a constable. He shall
have general responsibility for law enforcement in the municipality, and shall be charged
with the enforcement of all ordinances within the municipality and all applicable state
laws. He shall perform all other duties required of him by ordinance. In those
municipalities governed by the provisions of this Part, R.S. 33:321 et seq., which have a
chief of police elected by the qualified voters thereof, he shall make recommendations
to the mayor and board of aldermen for appointment of police personnel, for the
promotion of officers, to effect disciplinary action, and for dismissal of police personnel.
Such nominations or recommendations are to be made regardless of race, color,
disability, as defined in R.S. 51:2232(11), or creed.
B. The provisions of Subsection A of this Section shall not be construed to limit or
restrict the provisions of R.S. 33:423.3.
C.(1)(a) Notwithstanding the provisions of Subsection A of this Section or any other law
to the contrary, the elected chief of police of any municipality governed by the provisions
of this Part is authorized to immediately effect disciplinary action on police personnel
and to dismiss any such personnel subject to the approval of the governing authority of
the municipality. Any such disciplinary action or dismissal shall be deliberated by the
governing authority at the first special or regular meeting of the governing authority after
any such determination has been made by the chief of police.
(b) Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, the elected chief of
police in any municipality with a population of not less than one thousand persons and
not more than one thousand five persons as of the latest federal decennial census is
authorized to effect disciplinary action on police personnel without the approval of the
governing authority of the municipality.
(2)(a) The chief of police is additionally authorized to make a provisional appointment
to immediately fill any vacancy in the police department occurring by reason of death,
resignation, termination, or otherwise subject to the approval of the mayor of the
municipality. Any such action taken by the chief of police shall be deliberated at the first
special or regular meeting of the governing authority of the municipality after any such
provisional appointment has been approved by the mayor. Any such provisional
appointment shall remain in effect unless rejected by the governing authority of the
municipality.
(b) Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, the elected chief of
police in any municipality with a population of not less that one thousand persons and
not more than one thousand five persons as of the latest federal decennial census is
authorized to appoint police personnel, including the authority to make provisional
appointments, subject to the budgetary limitations of the chief of police pertaining to the
number of allotted positions for the police department. All appointments shall be subject
to the concurrence of the mayor of the municipality.
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Amended by Acts 1970, No. 120, §1; Acts 1975, No. 790, §1; Acts 1985, No. 950, §1;
Acts 1990, No. 568, §1; Acts 1993, No. 820, §5; Acts 2011, No. 282
.
§423.1. Relates to Town of Mandeville; law enforcement jurisdiction
§423.2. Relates to City of Harahan; appointment and discharge of police
personnel by chief of police
§423.3. Relates to City of Gretna; appointment and discharge of police personnel
by chief of police
§423.4. Relates to City of Ville Platte; disciplinary action by chief of police
§423.5. City of Scott; disciplinary action by chief of police
§423.6. Relates to City of Westwego; appointment and discharge of police
personnel by chief of police
§423.7. Relates to City of Patterson; appointment and discharge of police
personnel by chief of police
§423.8. Relates to City of Gonzales; appointment, discipline, and discharge of
police personnel by chief of police
§423.9. Repealed
§423.10. Relates to the Village of Tickfaw; personnel authority of chief of police
§423.11. Relates to Certain municipalities; disciplinary action by chief of police
§423.12. Relates to Town of Iowa; disciplinary action by chief of police
§423.13. Relates to the Town of Grand Isle; authority over personnel by chief of
police; budgetary limitations
§423.14. Relates to Assistant police chief; certain municipalities
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§423.15. Relates to City of Broussard; disciplinary action by chief of police
§423.16. Relates to the City of Carencro; disciplinary action by chief of police
§424. Duties of tax collector; liability for shortage of funds; cancellation of bond
The tax collector shall collect, account for, and pay over all taxes levied by the
municipality, and perform all other duties required of him by ordinance, or such as may
be required by law of collectors of parish and state taxes, under the same penalties
prescribed by law for the collection of state and parish taxes. The tax collector, and the
sureties on his official bond, shall be liable to the municipality for any defalcation,
shortage or embezzlement of, or failure to account for, funds of the municipality
collected by him, until he has obtained a quietus or discharge from the municipality for
the amount of such collections, and for all public money with which he may have been
entrusted. Notwithstanding his term as tax collector may have expired, the aforesaid
liability of the tax collector, and the sureties on his official bond, shall be a continuing
liability enforceable by the municipality against any property of the tax collector, and that
of the sureties on his official bond, standing of record in his or their names at the date of
the discovery of such defalcation, shortage, embezzlement or failure to account for, said
funds, and until such quietus or discharge has been obtained, and regardless of
whether the official bond has been placed on record or not.
If the surety on the bond should be an indemnity company authorized to do business in
this State, or if there are personal sureties, it or the personal sureties, or either of them,
or the tax collector, may proceed by rule, taken contradictorily with the municipality in
the district court, to obtain a quietus from the municipality, and a cancellation of the
official bond, if more than two years have elapsed from the date of the discovery of any
defalcation, shortage or embezzlement of, or failure to account for, any funds of the
municipality, without legal action having been taken by the municipality to collect the
sum or sums representing the alleged defalcation, shortage or embezzlement of, or
unaccounted for, funds, from the tax collector or his sureties.
The obligations imposed by this Section upon the tax collector, and the sureties on his
official bond, and the measure of their respective liabilities on the bond as defined in this
Section and the effect thereof upon the respective properties of such tax collector, or
sureties, shall be implied conditions of the bond fully binding and enforceable against
the tax collector and sureties on his bond and their respective properties, as though the
same had been specially written therein.

§425. Duties of treasurer
The treasurer shall receive, safely keep, and pay out according to law, all monies
belonging to the municipality. He shall keep accurate accounts of all receipts and
disbursements, and shall make report, in writing to the mayor and board of aldermen, at
each regular meeting, of the finances of the municipality; shall perform all other duties
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that may be prescribed by ordinance; and shall pay out money only on the warrant
issued by the order of the mayor and board of aldermen.
§426. Street commissioner's duties
The mayor may appoint a street commissioner subject to confirmation by the board of
aldermen. The street commissioner shall, under the direction of the mayor and board of
aldermen, have general control of the streets, alleys, avenues, and sidewalks; he shall
see that they are always in proper repair; he shall have them worked, repaired, altered,
paved, lighted, sprinkled, and everything else done that ought to be done to keep them
in good repair and condition; and he shall perform all other duties as directed by the
mayor.
Acts 1997, No. 836, §1, eff. July 10, 1997.

SUBPART G. MUNICIPAL COURTS
§441. Mayor's court
A.(1) Except as provided in Chapter 7 of Title 13, there shall be a mayor's court in the
municipality, with jurisdiction over all violations of municipal ordinances. The mayor may
try all breaches of the ordinances and impose fines or imprisonment, or both, provided
for the infraction thereof. Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, the
mayor may also impose court costs not to exceed thirty dollars for each offense, as
defined by ordinance, on any defendant convicted of a violation of a municipal
ordinance.
(2) The mayor may suspend the execution in whole or in part of a fine or imprisonment,
or both, imposed for violation of a municipal ordinance and place the defendant on
unsupervised or supervised probation with such conditions as the mayor may fix and, at
any time during the probation, modify, add, or discharge. The probation shall be for a
period as the mayor shall specify up to one year. The mayor may terminate or revoke
the probation at any time. At the termination of the probation, the mayor may set the
conviction aside and dismiss the prosecution.
(3) Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, when a defendant has
been convicted of violation of a municipal ordinance, the mayor may suspend the
imposition or the execution of the whole or any part of the sentence and place the
defendant on unsupervised probation upon such conditions as the mayor may fix. Such
suspension of sentence and probation shall be for a period of six months or such
shorter period as the mayor may specify. But in no case shall the probationary period
imposed exceed the maximum penalty of imprisonment that may be imposed for
violation of a particular ordinance.
B. Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, the board of aldermen in
its discretion may, upon request of the mayor, appoint an attorney who shall be
designated as court magistrate and who shall serve at the pleasure of the mayor and
may from time to time be designated by the mayor to serve in his stead as the presiding
official over the mayor's court. Whenever the magistrate is so designated by the mayor
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to preside over the mayor's court, he shall exercise the powers and authority of the
mayor over said court. The board of aldermen shall fix and pay the salary of the
magistrate, if one is appointed.
C.(1) The mayor shall have the power of a committing magistrate.
(2) The presiding officer of a mayor's court shall be entitled to judicial immunity for his
official acts as presiding officer in the same capacity as a judge in this state.
Amended by Acts 1981, No. 104, §1; Acts 1983, No. 350, §1; Acts 1985, No. 890, §1,
eff. Jan. 1, 1986; Acts 1988, No. 827, §1; Acts 1999, No. 566, §1; Acts 2001, No. 33,
§1; Acts 2001, No. 1225, §1.
§441.1. Relates to the City of Kenner; appointment of court magistrates; duties;
prosecuting attorney; information; animal hearing officer
§441.2. Relates to the Village of Jean Lafitte; appointment of court magistrate;
duties; salary
§441.3. Relates to the Town of Delcambre; appointment of court magistrate;
duties; salary
§441.4. Relates to the Town of Jonesville; appointment of mayor pro tempore;
duties; compensation
§441.5. Relates to the Village of Maurice; appointment of court magistrate;
duties; salary
§441.6. Relates to the Town of Walker; appointment of court magistrate; duties;
salary
§441.7. Relates to the Town of Mansura; appointment of court magistrate; duties;
salary
§441.8. Relates to the Town of Cottonport; appointment of court magistrate;
duties; salary
§441.9. Relates to the Town of Erath; appointment of court magistrate; duties;
salary
§441.10. Relates to the Town of Lockport; appointment of court magistrate;
duties; salary

2-25

§441.11. Relates to the Town of Iowa; appointment of court magistrate; duties;
salary
§441.12. Relates to the Town of Welsh; appointment of court magistrate; duties;
salary
§441.13. Relates to the Town of Westlake; appointment of court magistrate;
duties; salary and additional jurisdiction of the mayor’s court.
§441.14. Relates to the Town of Ferriday; appointment of court magistrate;
duties; salary
§441.15. Relates to the City of DeQuincy; appointment of court magistrate;
duties; salary
§441.16. Relates to the Town of Addis; appointment of court magistrate; duties;
salary
§441.17. Relates to the Town of White Castle; appointment of court magistrate;
duties; salary
§441.18. Relates to the Town of Simmesport; appointment of court magistrate;
duties; salary
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§441.19. Relates to the Town of Jonesboro; appointment of court magistrate;
duties; salary
§441.20. Relates to the City of Gretna; appointment of court magistrate; duties
§441.21. Relates to the Town of Loreauville; appointment of court magistrate;
duties; salary
§441.22. Relates to the Village of Albany; appointment of court magistrate; duties
§441.23. Relates to the Village of Hessmer; appointment of court magistrate
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§441.24. Relates to the Town of Youngsville; appointment of court magistrate;
duties
§441.25. Relates to the Town of Jena; appointment of court magistrate; duties;
salary
§441.26. Relates to the Town of Broussard; appointment of court magistrate;
duties; salary
§441.27. Relates to the City of New Roads; appointment of court magistrate;
duties
§441.28. Relates to the Town of Lutcher; appointment of court magistrate; duties;
salary
§441.29. Relates to the Town of Gramercy; appointment of court magistrate;
duties; salary
§441.30. Relates to Villages with a population greater than three hundred ten and
less than three hundred twenty-five; appointment of court magistrate; duties;
salary
§442. Docket of mayor's court; marshal
The mayor shall keep a regular docket, on which he shall enter the causes arising under
the ordinances and to be tried by him. He shall keep a perfect record of all cases tried.
He may hold his court at any time. The marshal shall attend the court and serve its
process and act as its executive officer.
§443. Relates to the City of Harahan; appointment of court magistrate; duties
§444. Relates to the City of Westwego; appointment of court magistrate; duties
§445. Relates to the Town of Berwick; appointment of court magistrate; duties

§446. Relates to the Town of Patterson; appointment of court magistrate; duties
§447. Relates to the Village of Forest; Mayor's Court
§447.1. Relates to the Mayor's court; City of DeQuincy; additional court costs
§447.2. Relates to the Mayor's court; Town of Kinder, additional court costs

2-27

§447.3. Relates to the Mayor's court; Town of Clinton; additional court costs
§447.4. Relates to the Mayor's court; Town of Vinton; additional court costs
§447.5. Relates to the Mayor's court; Town of Elton; additional court costs
§447.6. Relates to the Mayor's court; Town of Lutcher; additional court costs
§447.7. Relates to the Mayor's court; Town of Gramercy; additional court costs
§447.8 Relates to the Mayor’ court; Town of Basile; additional court costs
§447.9 Relates to the Mayor’s court; Town of Sterlington; additional court costs
(Act 39 of the 2012 Legislative Session)
§447.10 Relates to the Mayor’s court; Town of Lockport; additional court costs
(Act 238 of the 2012 Legislative Session)
§447.11 Relates to Mayor’s court; Towns of DeQuincy, Iowa, Vinton and Westlake
(Act 13 of the 2013 Legislative Session
§448. Relates to the Mayor's court, New Llano; establishment; jurisdiction
§449. Relates to the Mayor's court, Heflin; establishment; jurisdiction
§450. Relates to the Mayor’s court, St. Gabriel, establishment; jurisdiction

SUBPART H. LEVYING AND COLLECTION OF TAXES; EXPENDITURE OF FUNDS
§461. Assessment and collection of municipal taxes; tax sales; sale to
municipality
A.(1)(a) The municipal assessment of property for taxation shall be made by the clerk or
tax collector, by copying from the parish assessment rolls that portion which embraces
property or persons within the corporate limits. The copy may be made at any time after
the assessment rolls are approved, and all changes in the parish assessment thereafter
made shall likewise be made in the copy. The copy shall be placed in the hands of the
municipal tax collector and be his warrant for the collection of municipal taxes.
(b) Notwithstanding any other laws to the contrary, the city of Lake Charles may prorate
municipal ad valorem taxes on property which has been annexed into the city for the
year in which the taxes are first applicable and due. The taxes shall be prorated based
upon the effective date of the annexation in order to reflect that portion of the year that
the property was actually within the corporate limits.
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(2) In all cases where persons or property have escaped taxation for a previous year,
the clerk shall assess the same for taxation, and his assessment, when approved by the
mayor and board of aldermen, on notice to the person assessed, shall be binding and
conclusive, unless appealed from within five days after their approval.
(3) The mayor and board of aldermen shall levy the municipal taxes at the regular
meeting in September of each year, or, in case of failure to do so, at any other regular
meeting thereafter.
(4)(a) The tax collector shall collect municipal taxes during the time and in the same
manner and under the same penalties as the state and parish taxes are collected. He
shall, where not otherwise provided, in all particulars, be governed by the general
revenue laws of this state, so far as applicable, in making such collection; but he shall
make the reports thereby required to the mayor and board of aldermen, and shall pay
over the money collected to the municipal treasurer; and shall receive only such
commission or compensation as may be allowed by ordinance.
(b) Notwithstanding any other laws to the contrary, property taxes for the city of
Westwego shall be due and payable each year on March thirty-first. The tax collector for
the city of Westwego shall collect municipal taxes for each year no later than March
thirty-first of the year following the calendar year for which the assessment rolls are
approved. Otherwise, he shall collect them as provided in this Section and other
applicable laws.
B.(1) Sales for the nonpayment of municipal taxes shall be made by the tax collector at
such place, within the corporate limits as the mayor and board of aldermen may direct.
The sale of real estate and the distraint and sale of personal property shall be made
upon the same notice, at the same time, and in the same manner as provided by law for
sale of like property for unpaid state and parish taxes.
(2) The deed to the purchasers for lands so sold shall be filed with the parish clerk of
court, and there remain subject to redemption for the same length of time, and in the
same manner as prescribed for the redemption of land sold for state and parish taxes.
(3) Where lands are offered for sale for unpaid municipal taxes, and a person will not
bid therefore, the amount of taxes, damages, and costs due the same shall be struck off
to the municipality, and otherwise dealt with as lands which are sold to the state for
delinquent state and parish taxes. The board may pay the state and parish taxes on
lands thus acquired by it, and collect the money thus paid, with the damages and
interest allowed individuals in similar cases under the general revenue laws of the state
thereon, from the date of such payment, upon the redemption of the lands from the
municipal sale.
(4) The deeds of the tax collectors to individuals and a list of the lands sold to the
municipality, which shall be made as required to be made by the state and parish
collector, shall be filed within ten days after the tax sale, with the municipal clerk. Each
shall have the same force and effect, and confer the same right, and be entitled to the
same remedies, as deeds and lists made for delinquent taxes by the state and parish
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tax collector, but such title shall be subject to a title acquired under a sale for state and
parish taxes.
C.(1) If the governing authority of the town of Sterlington or Richwood enters an
agreement pursuant to R.S. 47:2051.1, the provisions of Subsections A and B of this
Section shall not apply to the municipality to the extent they are in conflict with R.S.
47:2051.1 and any agreement authorized by and entered into pursuant thereto.
(2) If the governing authority of the city of Denham Springs enters an agreement
pursuant to R.S. 47:2051.2, the provisions of Subsections A and B of this Section shall
not apply to the municipality to the extent they are in conflict with R.S. 47:2051.2 and
any agreement authorized by and entered into pursuant thereto.
Acts 1997, No. 1044, §2; Acts 1999, No. 1106, §2; Acts 2003, No. 284, §1, eff. June 10,
2003; Acts 2003, No. 1112, §1, eff. July 2, 2003.
§462. Expenditures pursuant to appropriation; warrants
All expenditures of money for any purpose whatever shall be in pursuance of a specific
appropriation made by order and in no other manner and shall be made in accordance
with the provisions of R.S. 38:2211 et seq. Every warrant drawn on the treasury shall
express on its face to whom issued and for what purpose allowed; and the ordinance
authorizing its issue shall be cited by minute book and page, in or upon it.
Acts 1983, No. 132, §1.
§463. Annual financial statement
The mayor and board of aldermen shall produce an annual financial statement of the
municipality in accordance with generally accepted accounting principles. The minutes
of the board shall acknowledge that the financial statements have been produced and
are available for public inspection. A copy of the annual financial statement shall be
transmitted to the legislative auditor within six months of the close of the fiscal year.
Acts 1983, No. 132, §1; Acts 1984, No. 186, §1; Acts 1988, No. 110, §1.

§481. Municipalities governed by a special legislative charter; silent charter
Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, in any municipality governed
by a special legislative charter, if the provisions of the special legislative charter are
silent on a particular matter, then the provisions of Part I of Chapter 2 of Title 33 of the
Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950 shall govern. If a conflict exists between the
provisions of the special legislative charter and the provisions of Part I of Chapter 2 of
Title 33 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950, then the provisions of the special
legislative charter shall govern. (Added by Act 52 of the 2010 Legislative Session.)
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Enacting Ordinances and Resolutions
Municipal Legislative Powers
Municipalities cannot legislate beyond the bounds fixed by the Louisiana
Constitution and state law [Louisiana Constitution, Article VI, Section 2; Lentini v. City of
Kenner, 211 So.2d 311 (La. 1968), and Theriot v. Terrebonne Parish Police Jury, 436
So.2d 515 (La. 1983)].
Each Lawrason Act municipality may exercise any power and perform any
function necessary, requisite, or proper for the management of its affairs not denied by
law [R.S. 33:361(A)]. The legislative power is vested in and exercised by the board of
aldermen [R. S. 33:362(A)]. The mayor is the chief executive officer [R.S. 33:362(B)].
Municipal ordinances are presumed to be valid and are interpreted to sustain its
validity if susceptible to reasonable interpretation [Schmitt v. City of New Orleans, 461
So.2d 574 (4th Cir. 1985)]. However, when First Amendment rights are involved, the
ordinance's proponent bears the burden of proving its constitutionality [Acorn v. City of
New Orleans, 606 F. Supp 16 (1984)].
Municipalities cannot by ordinance:
Define and provide for the punishment of a felony [Louisiana Constitution,
Article VI, Section 9(A) and R.S. 14:143]. This precludes any ordinance
which defines as an offense any action defined as a relative felony under
state law, that is "conduct that may be considered a misdemeanor or a
felony offense, depending upon the number of prior convictions of the
same offense." Specific exceptions have been enacted for ordinances
which prohibit conduct defined as a misdemeanor in the relative felony
crimes of battery of a police officer, theft, theft of goods, illegal possession
of stolen things, issuing worthless checks, prostitution, and telephone
communications involving improper language or harassment.
Govern private or civil relationships [Louisiana Constitution, Article VI,
Section 9(A)].
Reduce the compensation of a municipal elected official during the term
for which he is elected [Louisiana Constitution, Article VI, Section 12].
Levy a severance tax, income tax, inheritance tax, or tax on motor fuel
[Louisiana Constitution, Article VII, Section 4 (C)].
Impose a license fee on motor vehicles [Louisiana Constitution, Article VII,
Section 5].
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Municipalities can not, except as otherwise authorized by the Constitution, loan,
pledge, or donate funds, credit, property, or things of value of the municipality to or for
any person, association, or corporation, public or private [Louisiana Constitution, Article
VII, Section 14 (A)].
However, a municipality may (1) use public funds for programs of social welfare
for the aid and support of the needy; (2) contribute public funds to pension and
insurance programs for the benefit of its employees; (3) pledge municipal funds, credit,
property, or things of value for public purposes with respect to the issuance of bonds or
other evidences of indebtedness to meet public obligations as provided by law
[Louisiana Constitution, Article VII, Section 14 (B)].
For a public purpose, a municipality may engage in a cooperative endeavor with
another municipality, the federal government, the state and other state agencies or
political subdivisions or with a public or private association, corporation, or individual
[Louisiana Constitution, Article VII, Section 14 (C)].

Nature of Ordinances and Resolutions
Generally, ordinances are acts of legislation which are permanent in nature and
which are concerned with matters that are legislative in nature [James v. Rapides
Parish Police Jury, 108 So.2d 100 (La. 1959)].
An ordinance is required to codify existing ordinances [R.S. 33:1361]. The
Constitution requires each municipality to have prepared a code of all of its general
ordinances. When prepared, the code is to be available for public distribution
[Louisiana Constitution, Article VI, Section 10].
Under the Lawrason Act, any law enacted by a board of aldermen must be made
by ordinance [R.S. 33:406(A)(1)].
An ordinance is required to:
Provide for the appropriation of funds, incurrence of debt, or issuance of
bonds or other evidences of indebtedness [R.S. 33:406(A)(3)].

Change the name of the municipality to reflect the classification change
when the governor issues a proclamation changing the classification of a
municipality [R.S. 33: 342(C)].
Divide the board of aldermen into election divisions or in any manner
different than provided by law and revise election boundaries based on the
census [R.S. 33:382(C)(2), (D) and (F); R.S. 33:1371]. Note that federal
pre-clearance is also required.
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Fix the compensation of the mayor, aldermen, clerk, chief of police, and all
other municipal officers [R.S. 33:404.1].
Increase or decrease the compensation of the board of aldermen and any
nonelected municipal officer and increase the compensation of other
elected officials [R.S. 33:404.1].
Fix the date of the monthly meeting and the place and hour of the regular
meeting [R.S. 33:405(A)(2)].
Provide for additional duties of marshal [R.S. 33:423] and treasurer [R.S.
33:425].
Generally, resolutions are merely expressions of opinion that are temporary in
nature and which are concerned with matters that are administrative or ministerial in
nature [James v. Rapides Parish Police Jury, 108 So.2d 100 (La. 1959)].
Under the Lawrason Act, any act of the board of aldermen which is not law is a
resolution [R.S. 33:406(A)(2)]. The board may by resolution:
Require the expenditure of funds previously appropriated. Adoption
requires the affirmative vote of a majority of the members of the board.
Such resolution must be presented to the mayor within three days after its
adoption for his approval or disapproval. In this instance, a resolution
serves as a directive to the mayor, rather than a mere expression of
legislative will and the mayor may veto the resolution. Upon such a veto,
the process for override becomes applicable [R.S. 33:406(A)(3)].

Suspend an ordinance but the resolution must be subject to the same vote
and formalities that were required to enact the ordinance, except for the
mayoral veto. Such a resolution must fix the period of suspension which
cannot exceed beyond one year and 30 days after its adoption [R.S.
33:406(F)].

Request the governor to change the classification of a municipality
whenever a census taken by resolution of the board or a certified report
from the federal Census Bureau shows a population that takes the
municipality out of its current class [R.S. 33:342 (A)].
Elect to be known as the council rather than the board of aldermen [R.S.
33:343(A)].
Request or direct administrative action, express views, provide internal
policies or rules, and express condolences and commendations.
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Form of an Ordinance
Absent constitutional or statutory requirements, considerable informality is
permitted in the form of an ordinance. Requirements are often labeled as directory
rather than mandatory.
Generally, ordinances adopted after the approval of a code of ordinances shall
be amendments or additions to the code of ordinances [Louisiana Constitution, Article
VI, Section 10].
With regard to the "one-object rule," the constitutional provisions that a law
embrace only one object does not apply to ordinances [State v. Monsour, 17 So.2d 307
(La. 1943)].
With regard to the "one-subject rule," the following must be remembered:
The subject is defined as the subject matter of the action or that with
which the action deals [Town of Ruston v. Dewey, 76 So.719 (La. 1917)].
Under the Lawrason Act, an ordinance can contain only one subject which
is to be indicated in the title, except for ordinances involving the annual
operating budget, a capital improvements budget, or a codification of
ordinances [R.S. 33:406(B)(1)].
"Subject" is given a broad construction to allow the inclusion in one
ordinance of all matters having a logical or natural connection [Town of
Ruston v. Dewey, 76 So. 719 (La. 1917)].
With regard to the title of an ordinance, the constitutional provision that a law has
a title indicative of its subject is not applicable to ordinances [City of New Orleans v.
Pergament, 5 So.2d 129 (La. 1941)].
Under the Lawrason Act, an ordinance must contain a title indicating its subject,
except for ordinances involving the annual operating budget, a capital improvements
budget, or a codification of municipal ordinances [R.S. 33:406(B)(1)].
Finally, the title need not be an index or synopsis.
With regard to the enacting clause, an ordinance considered for adoption by a
Lawrason Act municipal governing authority must be styled – "Be it ordained by the
Board of Aldermen of the City (or Town or Village) of ..." [R.S. 33:406(A)(2)].
The repeal of an ordinance is accomplished in two ways. First, an ordinance
may be repealed by another ordinance [Sylvestre v. St. Landry Parish School Board,
113 So. 818 (La. 1927)]. And second, an ordinance may be invalidated by
subsequently adopted federal or state constitutional amendments or laws.
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State law also governs the adoption of an emergency ordinance. Under the
Lawrason Act, an ordinance sought to be adopted at an emergency meeting of the
board without previous consideration must specify the nature of the emergency [R.S.
33:405(D)(2)].
The effective date of an ordinance also is prescribed by the state law. Under the
Lawrason Act, unless an ordinance specifies an earlier or later effective date, the
ordinance becomes effective on the 30th day after the meeting at which the ordinance
was adopted [R.S. 33:406(E)].
Form of a Resolution
Absent constitutional or statutory requirements, the forms of resolutions are very
informal.
Enacting the Ordinance and Resolution (Lawrason Act municipality)
No ordinance shall be adopted except by the affirmative vote of a majority of the
members of the board [R.S. 33:406(A)(1)].
A proposed ordinance may be introduced by any alderman at any meeting of the
board [R.S. 33:406(B)(1)].
All ordinances must be in writing [R.S. 406(B)(1)].
Copies are to be provided to board members and the mayor [R.S. 33:406(B)(2)].
No ordinance can be adopted at the meeting at which it is introduced, except an
emergency ordinance [R.S. 406(B)(2)]. An emergency ordinance requires a two-thirds
vote and is only valid for no more than 60 days [R.S. 33:405 (D)(2)].
The title of the proposed ordinance is to be published once in the municipality's
official journal [R.S. 33:406 (B)(2)].
The public notice shall indicate the time and place where the board will consider
adoption of the proposed ordinance. No ordinance shall be adopted until a public
hearing on it has been held [R.S. 33:406(B)(2)].
The ordinance must be read by title when called for final passage [R.S.
33:406(B)(4)].
Proposed amendments must be reduced to writing before its final consideration
[R.S. 33:406(B)(3)]. An amendment cannot nullify the purpose of the proposed
ordinance nor, except for ordinances involving the annual operating budget, a capital
improvements budget, or a codification of municipal ordinances, add a new subject
matter to it [R.S. 33:406(B)(3)].
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The vote is to be taken by "Yeas" and "Nays." The clerk is to enter the names of
the board members voting for or against each ordinance or amendment in the minutes
[R.S. 33:406(B)(4)].
As opposed to the enactment of an ordinance, there are no formalities as to the
introduction and adoption of a resolution which generally is approved by affirmative vote
of majority of board present at the meeting [R.S. 33:406(A)(2)]. However,


A resolution that requires the expenditure of funds previously appropriated
requires the affirmative vote of a majority of the members of the board
[R.S. 33:406(A)(3)].



A resolution to suspend an ordinance is subject to the same vote and,
except for mayoral veto, the same procedures and formalities required for
the enactment of the ordinance [R.S. 33:406(F)].

A resolution generally does not require the signature or other action of the mayor
to become effective [R.S. 33:406(A)(2)]. However, a resolution that requires the
expenditure of funds previously appropriated must be presented to the mayor within
three days after its adoption for his approval or disapproval. In this instance, a resolution
serves as a directive to the mayor, rather than a mere expression of legislative will [R.S.
33:406(A)(3)].
Veto of an Ordinance and Vote to Override
(Lawrason Act municipality)
The mayor has the authority to veto an ordinance [R.S. 33:406(C)(2)]. However,
the veto power of the mayor is not applicable to simple motions.
An adopted ordinance is to be presented to the mayor by the clerk within three
days after its adoption [R.S. 33:406(C)(1)]. The mayor is to return the ordinance by the
end of 10 days with or without his approval or with his disapproval. Unless the mayor
vetoes an ordinance, it becomes law upon return to the clerk or the expiration of 10
days if not returned to the clerk. If the mayor disapproves, he is to return the ordinance
along with a written statement of the reasons for his veto. In that event, the clerk
transmits the statement to board members. The clerk is to record the date of delivery to
the mayor and the date of receipt from the mayor, if any [R.S. 33:406(C)(2)].
An ordinance that has been vetoed by the mayor must be considered again by
the board at its next regular meeting after the veto. The board may vote on the
ordinance at that meeting or at a continuance of that meeting. If the board consists of
three members, an affirmative vote by all board members is required to override the
mayor's veto. If the board consists of more than three members, an affirmative vote of
two-thirds of the board's members is required to override the mayor's veto. If the board
overrides an ordinance vetoed by a mayor, the ordinance becomes law upon its
enactment by the board [R.S. 33:406(C)(3)].
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Resolutions do not require the signature of the mayor and are not subject to
mayoral veto, except for a resolution requiring the expenditure of appropriated funds.
The mayor may veto the resolution. Upon such a veto, the process for override
becomes applicable [R.S. 33:406(A)(3)].

Recording and Publication of Minutes
The municipal clerk is to furnish the official journal, within 20 days after the date
of any meeting, a copy of the minutes, ordinances, resolutions, budgets, and
proceedings for publication [R.S. 43:144][Amended by Act 251 of the 2010 Legislative
Session]. In addition, every ordinance authorizing the issuance of bonds or other debt
obligation must be published at least once in the official journal [Louisiana Constitution,
Article VI, Section 35 (B)].
Under the Lawrason Act, the clerk is to publish each ordinance adopted by the
board, in full, once in the official journal of the municipality, designated pursuant to R.S.
43:141-149, within 20 days of its adoption and prior to its effective date [(R.S.
33:406(D)(2)].
The clerk of a Lawrason Act municipality is to keep a book entitled "Ordinances,
City (Town or Village) of
," in which the original of every adopted
ordinance is to be filed immediately after its adoption and with a note attached stating
the date of its enactment and reference to the book and page of the board's minutes
containing the record of its adoption [R. S. 33:406(D)(1)].

2-37

